VEDIC LIFE AND SCRIPTURES

‘Vedas’ or ‘knowledge’ is compiled as a compendium in Vedic scriptures. The beginning of
knowledge is the foundation of good thoughts expressed in the four Vedas, which are Rk, Sama,
Yajur and Atharva Vedas. Without the foundation of good thoughts what is the use of one's
knowledge? Knowledge is supposed to bring enlightenment and progression but not degradation and
destruction.

For example, the Brhad Aranyaka Upanisad (1.3.28) says:

om asato ma sad gamayd tamaso mda jyotir gamaya

mrtyor ma amrtam gamaya om santi santi santih
O Lord, keep me notin the Unreality (of the bondage of the Phenomenal World), but
lead me towards the reality of self; keep me notin the darkness (of Ignorance), but
lead me towards the Light (of Spiritual Knowledge); keep me not in the bondage of the mortal

world, but lead me towards immortality; Let there be peace, peace, peace.

The Katha Upanisad (1.3.14) says, “uttistha jagrata prapya varan nibodhata”- "O living entity, you are

sleeping in this material world. Please get up and take advantage of your human form of life."

And so on, the Vedic literatures lay the foundation of progressive thinking, enquiry, leads and
solutions. It is so vast and broad minded that people of all mentality can be accommodated and

gradually risen upto higher and higher levels of consciousness.

In other words, the follower of Vedas is gradually yet surely bound to progress to the highest
perfection of life and everlasting peace and happiness. This actually means to revive the original

pure consciousness of each individual.

This is why it is concluded that Vedas are apauruseya, or — not man-made but given by that Super-

conscious being which is beyond our understanding. Hence, they are perfect.

Who is that Supreme consciousness? “One should meditate upon the Supreme Person as the one
who knows everything, as He who is the oldest, who is the controller, who is smaller than the
smallest, who is the maintainer of everything, who is beyond all material conception, who is
inconceivable, and who is always a person. He is luminous like the sun, and He is transcendental,

beyond this material nature (Bhagavad-gita, 8.9)”.

The purpose of Vedas is to find out that Supreme person.
sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto mattah smrtir jiadnam apohanam ca

vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham



[ am seated in everyone's heart, and from Me come remembrance, knowledge and forgetfulness.
By all the Vedas, I am to be known. Indeed, I am the compiler of Vedanta, and I am the knower
of the Vedas. (Bhagavad-gita, 8.9)

This is also confirmed by the quintessence of all Vedic literatures known as Srimad Bhagavatam,
6.3.19:
dharmam tu saksad bhagavat-pranitam na vai vidur rsayo napi devah
na siddha-mukhya asura manusyah kuto nu vidyadhara-caranadayah
Real religious principles are enacted by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Although fully
situated in the mode of goodness, even the great rsis who occupy the topmost planets cannot
ascertain the real religious principles, nor can the demigods or the leaders of Siddhaloka, to say

nothing of the asuras, ordinary human beings, Vidyadharas and Caranas.

Because great authorities coming in the disciplic succession understand this root of knowledge and
its purpose, they have laid down the religious principles for the human world. This is known as Smrti

sastra.

dharma-miilam hi bhagavan sarva-vedamayo harih
smrtam ca tad-vidam rajan yena catma prasidati
The Supreme Being, the Personality of Godhead, is the essence of all Vedic knowledge, the root
of all religious principles, and the memory of great authorities. O King Yudhisthira, this
principle of religion is to be understood as evidence. On the basis of this religious principle,

everything is satisfied, including one's mind, soul and even one's body.

So, all in all, the whole gamut of Vedic literatures which includes sruti, smrti, purana and
paficaratra, are arranged to know the self, the Supreme Person, the purpose of this material world,
the all powerful time and the duties to be performed after knowing all this. These literatures are a
special mercy upon us, the conditioned souls (“maya-mugdha jivera nahi svatah krsna-jiana, jivere

krpaya kaila krsna veda-purana”, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya lila 20.112)

The Vedic literatures declare that, just by knowing that Supreme Person, everything else becomes
known: “tasmin vijiate sarvam evam vijiatamn bhavati” "If you can understand the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, the Supreme Absolute Truth, then everything can be understood because,
everything is display of His energy”. And, just by satisfying that Supreme person, everything else
becomes satisfied just like watering the root nourishes the entire tree or feeding the stomach
nourishes the entire body (“yatha taror miila-nisecanena trpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopasakhah,

pranopaharac ca yathendriyanar tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya” Srimad Bhagavatam, 4.31.13).



However, that Supreme Person is only known and satisfied by exchange of unalloyed and
unflinching love for Him:

nalam dvijatvam devatvam ysitvar vasuratmajah

prinanaya mukundasya na vrttam na bahu-jiiata

na danam na tapo nejya na saucam na vratani ca

priyate 'malaya bhakeya harir anyad vidambanam

My dear friends, O sons of the demons, you cannot please the Supreme Personality of Godhead
by becoming perfect brahmanas, demigods or great saints or by becoming perfectly good in
etiquette or vast learning. None of these qualifications can awaken the pleasure of the Lord. Nor
by charity, austerity, sacrifice, cleanliness or vows can one satisfy the Lord. The Lord is pleased
only if one has unflinching, unalloyed devotion to Him. Without sincere devotional service,

everything is simply a show. (Srimad Bhagavatam, 7.7.51-52)

In other words, the whole sruti-sastra (Vedic revelations) as the smrti-Sastra (religious codes) is
arranged in such a way that an individual is taken on a journey where one’s heart gradually becomes
softer and softer to fully revive the dormant love for the Supreme Lord. (“suddha-sattva-visesatma
prema-siryamsu-samya-bhak, rucibhis citta-masynya-krd asau bhava ucyate”, Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu,
1.3.1). This is the highest goal of one’s life as declared by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu “prema pumartho

mahan”.

For us who is a conditioned soul wandering and suffering in this inferior and illusory yet dangerous
material world by having accepted it’s association, have no real shelter other than the lotus feet of
the Supreme Lord. While taking shelter of the Supreme Lord’s lotus feet and awaiting for the mercy
of the Supreme Lord, one should tolerate all sufferings of this material world obtained as a result of
actions and reactions while continuing to surrender and serve more and more with mind, body and
words (“tat te 'mukampam susamiksamano bhuijana evatma-krtam vipakam, hrd-vag-vapurbhir
vidadhan namas te jiveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak”, Srimad Bhagavatam 10.14.8). For such devotees,
all dangers that exist at every step in this material world are very easy to cross over (samasrita ye
pada-pallava-plavam mahat-padam punya-yaso murareh, bhavambudhir vatsa-padam param padam
padam padam yad vipadam na tesam, Srimad Bhagavatam 10.14.58). Devotees also see the benefit of
these uncalled for miseries in life because they are favorable to surrender and serve the Lord. This
we see in the example of Queen Kunti who prayed that let more and more miseries come so that she
can always remember the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord (“vipadah santu tah sasvat tatra tatra jagad-

guro, bhavato darsanam yat syad apunar bhava-darsanam” Srimad Bhagavatam, 1.8.25)

So, the next question is, in what way should one surrender and serve the Supreme Lord?



There is only one way in this age of quarrel and hypocrisy (Kali-yuga). And that is by constant and
offenseless chanting of the holy names of the Lord as introduced by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
There is no other way other than this. (“harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam, kalau nasty
eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha”, Brhan-Naradiya Purana, 38. 126). If we just follow the path of
chanting as introduced by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, then we are in a safe position from the
confusions offered by countless interpretations and presentations (“tarko ‘pratisthah Srutayo
vibhinna nasav rsir yasya matam na bhinnam, dharmasya tattvam nihitam guhayam mahdjano yena
gatah sa panthah”, Mahabharata, Vana-parva, 313.117).

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu specifically proposed the chanting of Hare Krsna maha-mantra.

“hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare, hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare”. In Kali-
santarana Upanisad, it is said as: “iti sodasakam namnam kali-kalmasa-nasanam, natah parataropayah
sarva-vedesu drSyate”, meaning — After searching through all the Vedic literature, one cannot find a
method of religion more sublime for this age than the chanting of Hare Krsna maha mantra. This
Hare Krsna maha mantra, is also the essence of all Vedic knowledge (“trayo vedah sad-angani
chandamsi vividhah s*>*urah, sarvam astaksarantah-stham yac canyad api van-mayam, sarva-vedanta-
sararthah samsararnava-taranah” - “The essence of all Vedic knowledge—comprehending the three
kinds of Vedic activity [karma-kanda, jaiana-kanda and upasana-kandal, the chandas, or Vedic
hymns, and the processes for satisfying the demigods—is included in the eight syllables Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna. This is the reality of all Vedanta. The chanting of the holy name is the only means to

cross the ocean of nescience.”).

When the cleansing of the heart from the dust accumulated from time immemorial thus beings with
chanting of the holy names, then, the merciful Supreme Lord shall reveal Himself (“atah sri-krsna-
namadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih, sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam eva sphuraty adah”, Bhakti-
Rasamrta-sindhu, 1.2.234). Thus, one can understand that Krsna’s holy name, transcendental
qualities and transcendental pastimes are all equal to Lord Krsna Himself. They are all spiritual and
full of bliss (“krsna-nama, krsna-guna, krsna-lila-vrnda krsnera svariipa-sama—saba cid-ananda”, Sri

Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya lila, 17.135)

Beginning with chanting the other eight process of devotional service (Sravanam-hearing; kirtanam-
chanting; visnoh smaranam-remembering; pada-sevanam- seeing and touching the Deity of the Lord,
circumambulating the Lord, visiting the temple of the Lord, and going on pilgrimage to holy places
like the Ganga, Jagannatha Puri, Dvaraka, and Mathura; arcanam-Deity worship; vandanam-offering
obeisances; dasyam- performing all activities as service to the Lord; sakhyam-to act as the well-
wisher of the Lord; atma-nivedanam- surrendering everything to the Lord) gets initiated as the
devotional service in practice. An apprenticeship under the feet of a bonafide Guru and hearing

from him face to face, is recommended in Vedic scriptures (“tad vijianartham sa gurum



evabhigacchet”, Mundaka Upanisad, 1.2.12). Without mercy of Guru and fellow Vaisnavas, one
cannot be freed from material contamination (“naisam matis tavad wurukramanghrim sprsaty
anarthapagamo yad-arthah, mahiyasar pada-rajo-'bhisekarn niskificananar na vrnita yavat”, Srimad
Bhagavatam 7.5.32).

As far as the conclusions of the scriptures are concerned, one should not be lazy enough to
understand the purport of the scriptures (“siddhanta baliya citte na kara alasa, iha ha-ite krsne lage
sudrdha manasa”, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi lila 2.117). One should be careful not to offend by
neglecting or the Vedic scriptures (which amounts to the offense against holy name known as
“Sruti-Sastra-nindanam”). Rather, one should aspire to become servant of the servant of devotees
and that position as the only true identity of onself just as the path shown by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu who said, “naham vipro na ca nara-patir napi vaisyo na sidro, naham varni na ca grha-
patir no vanastho yatir va, kintu prodyan-nikhila-paramananda-purnamrtabdher, gopi-bhartuh pada-
kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah”, - “I am not a brahmana, I am not a ksatriya, I am not a vaisya or a
Sidra. Nor am I a brahmacari, a householder, a vanaprastha or a sannyasi. I identify Myself only as
the servant of the servant of the servant of the lotus feet of Lord Sri Krsna, the maintainer of the
gopis. He is like an ocean of nectar, and He is the cause of universal transcendental bliss. He always

exists with brilliance.”

When one takes part in such devotional service, all the good qualities shall automatically reside in
him (“yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akificana sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah, harav abhaktasya kuto
mahad-guna mano-rathenasati dhavato bahih”, Srimad-Bhagavatam, 5.18.12). A human being who has
thus begun the process of sadhana bhakti is said to have developed 21 favorable qualities (which are
satyam-truthfulness; daya—mercy; tapah—austerity; Saucam—cleanliness; titiksa—tolerance;
iksa—distinguishing from good and bad; samah—control of mind; damah—control of senses;
ahimsa—non-violence;  brahmacaryam—continence;  tyagah—charity;  svadhyayah—studying
scriptures; darjavam—simplicity; santosah—Dbeing satisfied with that which is available without
severe endeavor; samadrk-seva—servicing saintly; gramya-tha-uparamah—gradually taking leave of
engagements antanagostic to devotional service; viparyaya-tha-tksa—observing the futility of the
unnecessary activities of human society; maunam—Dbeing grave and silent and not taking part in
unnecessary talk; atma vimarSanam—research into the self; anna-adya-adeh bhitebhyah
sarmmvibhagah—equal distribution of food and drink, to different living entities; atma-devata-

buddhih— seeing every soul as a part of the Supreme Lord.

Simply by acquiring these qualifications, one can satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead
(“erimsal-laksanavan rajan sarvatma yena tusyati”, Srimad-Bhagavatam, 7.1112). Since they are
supposed to automatically develop in one who is practicing the 9 processes of devotional service

described previously, these other 21 qualities remain as a checklist. If one is not able to develop these



21 divine qualities, then it simply means that one has to intensify performing the 9 primary

processes of devotional service.

[t is then that one can take part in the divine system of serving the serving the Lord. Everyone must

have an livelihood and it should be itself a devotional service. This is known as Daiva Varnasrama

dharma. His Divine Grace A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada writes as follows:
“Even though one's body or one's superficial religion may change, every living entity is always
engaged in the service of someone. Therefore, the mentality of service is called the eternal
occupational duty. This eternal occupational duty can be organized through the institution of
varnasrama, in which there are four varnas (brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya and Siidra) and four
asramas (brahmacarya, grhastha, vanaprastha and sannyasa).” (Srila Prabhupada, purport to
grimad-Bhdgavatam, 7.11.2)

Everyone including the most sinful should be given the chance. Sri Prahlada Maharaja prays as
follows (grimad-Bhdgavatam, 5.18.9):
svasty astu visvasya khalah prasidatam dhyayantu bhiitani sivamm mitho dhiya
manas ca bhadram bhajatad adhoksaje avesyatam no matir apy ahaituki
May there be good fortune throughout the universe, and may all envious persons be pacified.
May all living entities become calm by practicing bhakti-yoga, for by accepting devotional
service they will think of each other's welfare. Therefore let us all engage in the service of the

supreme transcendence, Lord Sri Krsna, and always remain absorbed in thought of Him.

Ultimately, the goal is to always remember Krsna and never forget Krsna. “smartavyah satatam
visnur vismartavyo na jatucit, sarve vidhi-nisedhah syur etayor eva kinkarah”, “Krsna is the origin of
Lord Visnu. He should always be remembered and never forgotten at any time. All the rules and

prohibitions mentioned in the sastras should be the servants of these two principles.”

This is the conclusion of Vedic literatures and the ideal Vedic life as expressed by Srila Veda Vyasa
Himself:
alodya sarva-sastrani vicarya ca punah punah
idam ekam sunispannam dhyeyo narayanah sada
"By scrutinizingly reviewing all the revealed scriptures and judging them again and again, it is
now concluded that Lord Narayana is the Supreme Absolute Truth, and thus He alone should
be worshiped."



